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ONE curious and remarkable fact about the flood of Arab
world-conquest was that the essentially national character
of its original stimulus did not survive the peak of its success.
The tide itself remained at flood for several hundred years,
and in that time effectively changed the whole ethnic face
of Europe and Asia. Yet from the moment the armies ceased
to march and the banners were furled, the predominance
of Arab leadership began to diminish, and it was only a short
time before the powers of control in the empire which had
been created passed into the hands of non-Arab Muslims.
The glory of Islam as a world power did in fact flicker dange-
rously with the fall of the Abbasid Caliphate, and burnt very
low indeed during the two centuries which followed. When
its final renaissance occurred under the Ottoman Sultans, the
tenuous cord which still bound it to Arabia had become no
more than a religious symbol. As for Baghdad, its' erstwhile
unassailable claim to be the focal point of the Muslim world
was already a fading memory, and the world of Sheherazad
.was paling into fantasy.

'In Iraq generally the process of decline and fall took
approximately three hundred years. At the close of the
twelfth century A..D. the country was still the same paradise
of grain and vegetation known to Hammurabi and Herodotus.
Its great towns were the seat of learning and progressive
thought; its highways were safe for travellers; its peasants"